|| Name Signs, Compound Signs,
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Signs,

Iconic
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[Name Signs:

]

Name Signs are created often for family and friends. They are often for convenience and are more
personal. Most name signs are related to some characteristic of the person such as a physical
feature or a characteristic they display. However, some name signs are simply placed in the "male” or
“female” area of the body. Almost always, the name sign's handshape will be the first letter of the
person's first name or sometimes full name.

NOTE: Name signs are given to you by a Deaf person and remain with you forever. Just like a
nickname, you cannot give yourself a name sign.

[EXAMPLES OF COMMON NAME SIGNS

A tor Almaes

in center of chest

|

" . B for Bob

on chest above heant

O tor Dan
slong lelt arm

|

T tor Tamara
st chin level

i

A for Rulh
who wears glasses

|

€ for Ellzsbeth
shake letter sigh

C for Carol
on elbow

F for Frank

on wiis\

|

W lor Wallar
st {orahesd

P for Peler
who wears ties

el

S for Supsrman

L for Lincoin

* Please note that any mmals placed on the nose are generally have a negative ‘meaning.

TR

The Agent Marker

To form certain words that end in “ -er

agent is added after the sign.

e al

wash +

sgent
{thing) =
marker

washer

AGENT (THING
~ MARKER )

£

Move both open B hands,
lips out, down in front of

pody.

g8.max

" or indicate a person or thing that does that sign, a person

[AGENT EXAMPLES:

]

LEARN + AGENT = STUDENT
FLY + AGENT = PILOT
ARMY + AGENT = SOLDIER

PICTURE + AGENT = PHOTOGRAPHER
PIANO + AGENT = PIANIST



Compound Signs

Most compound signs are done by signing two base signs. ' J

T e T T T e T

where = somewhere

" somelimes 'downslnln toothbrush

§ome are formed by two signs which differ in meaning from the english words.

+ same = sister

now + day = loday

Iconic Signs

Signs which look like what they represent are known as iconic signs,

EXAMPLES OF ICONIC SIGNS

Inthe sign for chicken, youcan The sign for e/lephant outlines There is no mistaking the fact

see the bird pecking and : the animal's large, swaying thet your arm and hand repre-
. scratching for food, sent the trunk and branches in
the sign for tree.
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P\

W ]

elephant

tree

g8.max



